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Pecans are commonly sold by commercial pound for in-shell pecans.
growers on a price-per-point basis. The price- If a grower knows the percent kernel from crop
per-point is the dollars per pound of edible nut  samples and the in-shell price per pound, the
meat. The higher the nut meat percentage ina  price-per-point (price per pound pécan nut
sample or samples of pecans from a given lot, themeat) can be calculated by the formula:
higher the price paid to a grower for a pound of

in-shell pecans. Nut meat yield, also called shell- Price-per-point =in-shell price per pound
off percentage, refers to the amount of nut meat % kernel

yield in relation to the weight of the whole (in-

shell) pecan.

Once pecans are sampled, and the shell-off per- Table 2 is a quick reference to price-per-point.
centage is determined, the grower’s price can be Find the percent kernel in the left-hand column
calculated.To calculate the grower’s price, the  and the in-shell price per pound in the row across
price-per-point being offered and the percent ker- the top of the table. The intersection of the per-
nel (shell-off percentage) from the sample must cent kernel row and the in-shell price per pound
be known. These two values are used to calculatecolumn is the price-per-point.

the price a grower will receive for in-shell pe- Growers can use tables 1 and 2 as easy guides
cans. The calculation is: to help calculate prices when negotiating crop
prices with brokers, processors and other buyers.
Price per pound Growers who have an independent sample
of in-shell = (% kernel) x (price-per-point)  taken to determine percent kernel for their pecans
pecans will be in a better position to negotiate prices

with buyers and brokers. The New Mexico De-
partment of Agriculture, on the New Mexico

State University campus in Las Cruces, provides
this service for local pecan growers. Some pecan
cleaners will sample a grower’s pecans and cal-
culate a percent kernel, and so will some buyers.
This should be done before the sale so the grower
and buyer understand the quality of the pecans
involved in the transaction.

If kernel percentage and the price-per-point
being offeredare knownuse table 1 to find the
equivalent price per pound of in-shell pecans.
To use table 1, find the shell-off percentage
(percent kernel) in the left-hand column, then
find the quoted price-per-point across the top
row of the table. The intersection of the per-
cent kernel row and the quoted price-per-point
column will be the price per pound of in-shell
pecans. If the price-per-point being quoted is
between the 5-cent increments of table 1, use
the calculatiorabove to get an exact price per

To find more resources for your business, home or family, visit the College of Agriculture and Home Economics
on the World Wide Web at www.cahe.nmsu.edu
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