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Espinoza wins Roberts Award

Starting next year, northern New
Mexico residents will no longer
have to leave their homes and
families to pursue professional
careers in the tourism industry.

For the first time, New Mexico
State University will offer bache-
lor’s degrees in hotel, restaurant
and tourism management via 
distance education thanks to a
$300,000 grant from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. NMSU
will partner with Northern New

Mexico College in Española to
offer degrees online, said Janet
Green, director of NMSU’s School
of Hotel, Restaurant and Tourism
Management.

The grant, approved through
the USDA’s Hispanic Serving
Institutions Program, will particu-
larly benefit Hispanic communi-
ties, said Carmen Gonzales, 
NMSU vice provost for distance
education and dean of the College
of Extended Learning.

Alison
Chipman
started work as
the Valencia
County agricul-
ture agent on
Jan. 9. Chipman
completed her

master of agriculture degree at
Texas A&M University in

December. She earned a bachelor’s
degree in agricultural development
from Texas A&M in May 2004. 

A native of Katy, Texas,
Chipman was a graduate teaching
assistant. She is a member of the
American Brahman Breeders
Association, Houston Farm and
Ranch Club and Alpha Zeta.   

Victor
Espinoza, 
photographer
with the 
college for the
past 28 years,
received the
Stephen W. and
Robert E. Roberts

Memorial Staff Award from
Provost William Flores at a 
Feb. 14 ceremony at the Corbett
Center. The award, which comes

with $750, is given annually to a
staff member who has made a
positive contribution to the uni-
versity and the community. 

“Victor was tremendously reli-
able and was always enthusiastic
about the photo shoots, whenev-
er and wherever they might be,”
said D’Lyn Ford, Espinoza’s past
supervisor. “He is also a master
of the technical aspects of pho-
tography lighting.”

Espinoza joined Agricultural

Information as a photographer
in 1977 and was responsible for
photography, dark room work
and archiving of photos. His
work has been part of college
publications, news releases, Web
sites and special events during
his career. In recent years he
moved into digital photography.

Last month he was transferred
to the University News and
Media Relations Unit.  

HRTM offers degree programs via distance education

Chipman new agent in Valencia County 

John White (left), Doña Ana County
Extension program director, congratulates
Gary Shiflett, who won “Grower of the
Year” honors at the New Mexico Chile
Conference on Feb. 7. 

Javier Vargas (left) and Al Schumacher,
two of the founders of the Chile Conference
in Las Cruces, were honored with awards
“in appreciation for your dedication to
the New Mexico Chile Industry” during
the New Mexico Chile Conference on 
Feb. 7. 



2

Don Caccamise
resigned as head 
of Fishery and
Wildlife Sciences,
effective Jan. 30.
Caccamise will con-
tinue to work as a
faculty member
pursuing research

and report to the associate dean

for the Agricultural Experiment
Station. Wes Holley, associate
dean for Academic Programs, 
is interim department head.

Caccamise returned to NMSU
as head of the department in
June 1998 after a 27-year
absence. He earned his doctorate
at NMSU in 1971. An avian 
ecologist, he worked his way

through the ranks of the Rutgers
entomology department, becom-
ing chair and director of its grad-
uate program. 

He has been studying the rela-
tionship of bird migrations and
West Nile virus in the Rio Grande
Valley.      

Caccamise resigns as Fishery and Wildlife Sciences head

March 5-7
Western Pecan Conference
Las Cruces
Contact: Richard Heerema, 
646-2921

March 9
Pesticide Applicators Workshop
Farmington
Contact: Lonnie Mathews
646-1822

March 9
Food Industry Seminar
Albuquerque/Las Cruces
Contact: Nancy Flores
646-1179

March 15
Southwest Vegetable
Conference
Las Cruces
Contact: Stephanie Walker
646-4398

March 28
Pesticide Applicators Workshop
Los Lunas
Contact: Lonnie Mathews
646-1822

For more information go 
to www.cahe.nmsu.edu and
click “calendar of events.”

NMSU is an equal opportunity/affirmative
action employer and educator. NMSU and
USDA cooperating.

Events
New Mexico Resources magazine
has ceased publication as the
College of Agriculture and Home
Economics flagship publication.
First published in 1988, the maga-
zine’s final issue was spring 2005.
It started as a once- or twice-yearly
publication. From 1994 through
2000, it was published three times
yearly. After that, it was a twice-
yearly publication, as the Sam Steel

Way newsletter went from two to
three editions per year. During
their runs, both publications were
honored with gold awards by the
peer land-grant communicators’
organization Agricultural
Communicators in Education.

Sam Steel Way is published in 
a revised format by the College of
Agriculture and Home Economics’
Development Office.  

New Mexico Resources ceases publication

Headcount of undergraduate, 
graduate and non-degree-seeking
students on the NMSU main cam-
pus was down 0.1 percent for
spring 2006, while College of
Agriculture and Home Economics
numbers dipped 1.5 percent.
Headcount including the branch
campuses was up 1.8 percent. 

Main campus colleges of Arts
and Sciences and Health and
Social Services were the only ones

that showed increases at 3.4 percent
and 3.7 percent, respectively. Also,
the category of “branch campus
students on main campus” grew 
5.7 percent. 

In the College of Agriculture
and Home Economics, degree-
seeking undergraduate numbers
were down 0.8 percent and 
graduate students were down 
4.1 percent. 

Spring enrollments down slightly 
at college and university

The Leading Object hard copies to be by request only
Starting with the May issue of 
The Leading Object, the college
newsletter will be available only
electronically unless individuals
specifically request printed copies.
Those wishing printed copies 

can call the Media Productions
Office at 646-2701 or e-mail 
mackay@nmsu.edu. The latest 
edition and archives of past 
editions are available online at
www.cahe.nmsu.edu/pubs/object/
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