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Awards Day celebrates CAHE faculty-staff service

thousand years of service by

faculty and staff were celebrated

and honors were awarded to two
staff members, 10 faculty members
and four friends of the college at the
April 27 College Awards Day Gerald
Thomas Hall.

Dino Cervantes, Mesilla Valley
farmer and businessman, was honored
as the Leyendecker Agriculturist of
Distinction. He is a founding member of
the Chile Task Force, a member of the
USDA Vegetable Advisory Committee
and the Southwest Irrigated Growers’
Cotton Board of Directors.

Sharon Lombardi of Roswell was
designated the New Mexico Outstanding
Leader. As executive director of the Dairy
Producers of New Mexico for the past
12 years, she has overseen a doubling
in the number of dairy cows and more
than doubling of milk production in the
state. She acts as the organization’s lob-
byist, accountant, public relations officer,
and head of membership services.

Joe Stell of Carlsbad was awarded
the Fabian Garcia Founders’ Award
of Excellence. He has served as a
member of the New Mexico House of
Representatives since 1986 and chaired
the committees on water and natural
resources, taxation and revenue, agricul-

McKee Murray Ray

ture and natural resources and served
on many more. He was instrumental in
saving the funding for the construction
of Skeen Hall.

Valerie Juarez of Albuquerque
received the Hotel, Restaurant and
Tourism Management Industry
Leadership Award. She is human
resources director for the National
Distributing Co. and an officer
in Junior Achievement and the New
Mexico Human Resources Association.
She has been a member of the HRTM
Board of Advisors since 2001 and is
spearheading the strategic planning
process for the school.

Roberta Rios won the Family
and Consumer Science Outstanding
Alumni Award. Rios, a 1973 graduate of
the department, has worked 32 years for
the New Mexico Cooperative Extension
Service in Santa Fe, Doria Ana and Rio
Arriba counties. She has served on the
USDA Spanish Materials Development
committee, Kellogg Project Advisory
Committee and has been a leader in
diabetes, anti-drug and 4-H youth-at-risk
programming.

Several college distinguished award
winners won $1,000, compliments of
Kringle the Cat and reserved parking
spaces in the faculty and staff parking

Rios Schroeder

Frye

lot. They included: Dana Frye, adminis-
trative secretary and Donna Ebler,
audit budget technican, as off- and on-
campus Distinguished Staff Members
awards; Michael English, professor of
extension plant sciences, Distinguished
Extension Award; Dawn VanLeeuwen,
professor of agricultural and Extension
education, Distinguished Service Award;
and Lisa McKee, professor of family
and consumer sciences, Distinguished
Teaching Award.

David Cowley, assistant professor
of fishery and wildlife sciences, was
recipient of the Distinguished Research
Award that came with $1,000 from the
Tom and Ann Mobley fund.

Scott Bundy, assistant professor
of entomology, plant pathology and
weed science, received the National
Association of Colleges Teaching
Agriculture Award.

Team Award winners were:

Jill Schroeder and Steve Thomas,
professors of entomology, plant patholo-
gy and weed science: Ian Ray, associate
professor of plant and environmental
sciences; and Leigh Murray, professor
of economics and international business.

Thomas

VanLeeuwen




Two retire after lengthy Extension careers

Bob Coppedge and Ron Lamb
retired April 30 after three-decade
careers with the NMSU Coopera-
tive Extension Service.
Coppedge joined
NMSU as an eco-
nomic develop-
ment specialist.
He wrote one
book and 189
articles on eco-
nomic develop-
| ment and won
the Arthur D.
Little award for overall excellence
in economic development in 1994.
In 2002 he received an award from
the New Mexico Rural Economic
Development Forum for his tele-
literacy education programs. He
served as president of the New
Mexico Rural Response Council.
He was interim associate dean for
Extension from Aug. 2002 to Dec.
2003. During that time, he over-
saw establishment of County
College, which continues as a

joint effort of the New Mexico
Association of Counties and
NMSU.

Lamb served
as an agent in
Eddy, Sierra and
Otero counties
prior to his long
tenure in Grant
County. He won
the National
Association

of County
Agricultural Agents’ Achievement
Award for programming in 1983
and a Distinguished Service Award
from the same group in 1993. Ron
is past president of New Mexico
Association of County agricultural
agents. Ron has been widely
sought for two talents—as a live-
stock judge in several states and
as fine sketch artist. His work has
been used to entertain friends and
promote Extension programs.

Research reorganization creates new reporting line

In a reorganization announced
May 15, new reporting lines to the
vice president for research, gradu-
ate studies and international pro-
grams (VPR) will include associate
deans and directors of college
research centers. As such, LeRoy
Daugherty, associate dean for the
Agricultural Experiment Station,
will have a dual reporting line

to the dean of the College of
Agriculture and Home Economics
and to the VPR, effective July 1.

Also reporting to the VPR will
be the Office of Grants and
Contracts, University Statistics
Center, Graduate Studies,
International and Border
Programs, the Physical Science
Laboratory (PSL) and the
Computing Research Laboratory,
which will become part of PSL.

Garrey Carruthers was elevated
from vice provost for economic
development to vice president for
economic development.

University-wide
Extension Conference
starts Web outreach

Paul Gutierrez, vice provost for
university outreach services, will
follow up on the University-wide
Extension Conference by piloting
a University-wide Cooperative
Extension Web site and a
University-wide Cooperative
Extension group discussion site on
myNMSU. The Web site will share
college presentations from the
conference, held in Las Cruces
April 20 and 21 and ideas that
came out of breakout sessions on
youth, natural resources, commu-
nity development, and family
health and well-being.

The group discussion site could
become a forum for idea exchange
on collaborative programs.

Eight colleges shared their out-
reach programs with Extension
faculty. Representatives from all
academic colleges on the main
campus plus Carlsbad and Dona
Ana campus outlined their current
outreach programs. Gutierrez
shared his vision for University-
wide Cooperative Extension, before
agents, specialists and faculty
from other colleges split into
breakout groups.

The Web site and discussion
group site are being reviewed by
college deans before release.

NMSU is an equal opportunity/affirmative
action employer and educator. NMSU and
USDA cooperating.

The Leading Object on hiatus

This electronic version of The

Leading Object newsletter is the
last edition until further notice.
The Office of the Dean will test

other means of staying in touch
with employees regarding impor-
tant issues and recognition.
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