
have
enjoyed 
listening to

what President
Michael Martin
humbly calls
observations
that he shares

with faculty and
constituents, most recently at the
Leyendecker Field Day on July 28.
His observations, however, outline
definite directions for the university’s
future.

He has been clear that we 
will “do things differently” by
approaching our work on two 
levels. First, we will identify the
most important and relevant issues
to our citizens that we can address
on a subsector basis, within or
between a few departments or 

disciplines. Second, NMSU will
develop a few core areas of focus
across the university that meet
five criteria: 1) the focus will
serve the state; 2) we already
hold a comparative advantage in
the area; 3) we can attract fund-
ing for it; 4) it can be addressed
by multiple colleges and depart-
ments; and 5) it will enhance
NMSU’s reputation. 

President Martin says that
water is an obvious focus that fits
these criteria, and he looks for-
ward to the day when the first
reaction of people around the
world is to call NMSU when they
need expertise concerning water
problems. I share that dream, and
I look forward to our campus-wide
collaboration to make that dream
come true. 
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The College of Agriculture and
Home Economics dean and associate
deans will say thank you to faculty
and professional staff by dishing up
breakfast and pouring coffee for
them at a 7:30 a.m. breakfast at the
Skeen Rotunda on Friday, Aug. 27.

New faculty and professional staff
who have joined the college since
last August will be introduced by
Dean Schickedanz. NMSU President
Michael Martin is scheduled to
attend. The dean requests that those
planning to attend call Olga Perez at
646-1806 by Aug. 25.

Faculty and professional
staff invited to Aug. 27 
thank you breakfast  

Naveen Puppala, a peanut breeder with the Agricultural Science Center at Clovis, 
prepares an electronic irrigation demonstration featured Aug. 3 at a field day for area
producers and visitors. 

August 19, 2004, 
Opening Day Events
9 a.m
University Fall Convocation in the 
Music Center Recital Hall with the
presidential address and award 
presentations:

University Research Council Senior 
Faculty, Fort Bliss, NMSU 
Faculty Achievement, Dennis 
Darnall, and Patricia Christmore.

Morning following Convocation
College of Agriculture and Home
Economics’ academic department 
meetings.

Afternoon
College of Agriculture and Home
Economics’ Extension department 
meetings.



Gene Winn, a 
long-time Estancia
resident and
Estancia High
School graduate, 
is Torrance
County’s new
Extension agricul-
tural agent. Winn
previously worked

as an agricultural education
teacher for the Los Lunas and
Belen public schools. The Fort
Sumner native earned bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in agricultur-
al and Extension education from
NMSU in 1987 and 1988.

Karim A.
Martinez will
focus on nutri-
tion, food safety,
parenting and
family programs
as Doña Ana
County’s new
home economist.

Martinez earned bachelor’s
degrees in sociology and family
and consumer sciences from
NMSU with a minor in Spanish,
graduating in 2000 with highest
honors and earning the Dean’s
Award of Excellence. 

She earned a master’s degree
in family and consumer sciences
from NMSU, where she worked
as a graduate assistant from
2000 to 2002. 

Martinez worked this past
year as a bilingual youth special-
ist for Families and Youth Inc.,
focusing on migrant and season-
al farm worker families.

Annette James
Extension Nutrition Educator
Eddy County

Geraldine Minitrez
Extension Program Assistant
New Mexico Works

Leslie Moore
Reports Layout Typist II
Family and Consumer 
Sciences

Dianne Posbeck
Administrative Secretary II
Otero County

For more go to www.cahe.
nmsu.edu and click “News
Center” then “archives.”

have the
opportunity
to work with

one of the best
faculty groups
in the universi-
ty. We have
Extension spe-
cialists with
responsibilities
in manage-
ment of range,

riparian habitat, wildlife and live-
stock production. We added 
Dr. Manny Encinias as a livestock
specialist at the Clayton Livestock
Research Center, and funding was
won in the last legislative session
for a dairy specialist located at 
the Agricultural Science Center 
at Clovis.

We think similar support for an
Extension veterinarian is warranted,

given that the general public, 
producers and practicing veterinar-
ians need support as we face bio-
security and disease challenges. 
We completed bio-security training
of agents, livestock inspectors and
other agency personnel recently
with support of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and
the New Mexico Office of
Emergency Management. 

Drought is another complex
concern. Early spring moisture was
good for many poisonous plants,
which took a toll on livestock.
Producers are anxious to restock
their ranges, but we caution that
rangeland needs recuperation
time. We are attending as many
commodity meetings and fairs as is
feasible to maintain our ties with
producers.  

I

by Ron Parker, head 
of Extension Animal
Resources Department
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New Faculty and Staff

The Leyendecker Plant Science
Center Academic Field Day attracted
administrators from all of NMSU’s
main campus colleges, Provost
William Flores and President Michael
Martin on July 28 to explore intercol-
legiate collaboration.

The field day featured a two-hour
wagon tour of projects conducted at
the center, with the first stop featur-
ing a three-college effort to develop
and market a mechanical chile thin-
ner. Several stops prompted ideas for
cross-college involvement including
studies on disposing of pecan prun-
ings economically without pollution. 

President Martin shared his obser-

vations of NMSU in an address laud-
ing a university that was better than
its reputation, with a progressive aca-
demic team, community enthusiasm
for the university, a desire among fac-
ulty to create a better university, and
genuine opportunities to be better. He
said he expects agriculture to continue
being an important part of the univer-
sity’s mission, as the agricultural sector
Is growing faster than the overall state
economy. 

Dean Jerry Schickedanz voiced his
support for a university-wide water ini-
tiative and mentioned food security
and human development as areas of
common interest with other colleges. 

Cross-college projects promoted at Leyendecker Field Day

NMSU President Michael Martin addressed participants at the Agricultural Science
Center at Artesia Field Day and Legislative Agricultural Tour on July 22.



he
Sustainable

Agriculture
Science Center
at Alcalde is
located in
north-central
New Mexico.
High value
crop research
includes a
number of fruit
and medicinal

herb species; many studies incor-
porate the use of organic produc-
tion methods. Techniques that are
being tested include the use of
black plastic mulches for soil mois-
ture retention and weed control,
under-tree sprinklers for frost pro-
tection, and high tunnels for sea-
son extension of berry production.
In addition, a medicinal herb gar-
den with about 40 species is
maintained for observation.

Irrigated forages are the most

common crop in the region. In 
a current trial, alfalfa varieties are
being evaluated when grazed
from fall to spring, a common
practice in north central New
Mexico.

Alcalde center research scien-
tists are beginning to study
regional agricultural systems in a
broader landscape, or agroecolog-
ical context. One project, in 
cooperation with main-campus
researchers, is characterizing sur-
face water-groundwater interac-
tions between irrigation ditches
(acequias) and the river, including
the amount and fate of irrigation
ditch seepage.

The Alcalde center is also head-
quarters for Extension’s Rural
Agricultural Improvement and
Public Affairs Project (RAIPAP) and
Northern New Mexico Outreach
Project. Research and Extension
programs complement each other
to effectively serve our clientele.
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by Steve Guldan
Superintendent, 
The Sustainable
Agriculture  Science
Center at Alcalde
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Frank
Hodnett was
selected this
month as the
new head of
the Extension
4-H and Youth
Development
Department.
Hodnett
moves from
his 4-H youth
specialist posi-
tion in the

department, a position he has held
since 2003. He served as an acting
specialist since 2000 while pursuing
his doctorate in curriculum and
instruction, which he earned from
NMSU last year. 

Hodnett was Extension program
director from 1997 to 1999 in
Roosevelt County and agriculture
agent there since 1988. He earned
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
agricultural and extension education
in 1987 and 1988. 

He won the New Mexico Early
Career Award from Epsilon Sigma
Phi in 1992, the Honorary State
Farmer Degree from the New
Mexico State FFA in 2003, and 2004
Honorary Chapter Degree from the
NMSU Collegiate FFA.     

Hodnett new 
4-H Department Head

NMSU President Michael Martin
will present a lecture on the “ori-
gins of the land-grant movement”
to the Agricultural and Extension
Education 100 class on Friday,
Sept. 24.

Tom Dormody, AXED depart-
ment head, scheduled the ses-
sion in Gerald Thomas Hall
Auditorium so that interested
faculty, staff and students from
across campus may attend. The
lecture begins at 10:30 a.m. 

Faculty members have established a
current-use scholarship in memory of
Patrick R. Hightower, who died in
a train-vehicle accident this spring.
Patrick, a sophomore studying agri-
cultural business, has been described
as a leader and role model while at
NMSU.  

• Dr. Tom Dormody recently
established an endowed scholar-
ship to be awarded to a student 
in Agricultural and Extension
Education. The Thomas and
Patrick Dormody Leadership
Scholarship is in honor of 
Dr. Dormody’s late father and 
the common interest and bond
between father and son. 

• A friend of the college recently
gave $17,500 to the Animal and
Range Sciences for renovation 
of the swine unit building. Our
friends make a difference!

• The Rex Pieper Endowed
Scholarship was recently estab-
lished to support graduate stu-
dents interested in range science
in Animal and Range Sciences.  

• The Bruce Erhard Endowed
Scholarship was established to
benefit an undergraduate student

majoring in Horticulture with 
preference given to student 
working at the NMSU Golf 
Course or other turf entity.  

Contact the development office
or personnel office if you wish to use
payroll deduction to contribute to a
scholarship or other fund. 

Development staff will be travel-
ing to Denver, Albuquerque and
Houston over the next few months.
Alert Barbara Wise regarding alumni
or donors in these areas with whom
you would like her to schedule
appointments.

The College of Agriculture and
Home Economics Development
Office is located in Gerald Thomas,
Room 220.  Please stop by, call or 
e-mail if you have any questions or
comments.

Contact: 
Barbara Wise, 646-4136,
bwise@nmsu.edu 

Ron Gurley, 646-1455
rgurley@nmsu.edu 

Development announces new scholarships

President Martin to lecture
on land-grant movement



he corner-
stones of an
outstanding

academic pro-
gram are the
faculty and 
curriculum that
is delivered to
students. Faculty
members in 
the College of
Agriculture and

Home Economics are outstanding,
and their scholarship is exceptional. 

What is truly exciting about
this group of educators is their 
willingness and desire to work 
with undergraduate and graduate
students. Many of these men and
women go out of their way to
assist students in achieving a 

higher level of understanding or 
to realize a higher level of recogni-
tion. They set high standards in
their classrooms and work hard to
make their students achieve those
standards. 

Many of our faculty members
are redesigning their classes using
the latest, most up-to-date materi-
als so students are prepared for
careers in ways that make them
highly sought by industry. They
constantly innovate regarding
methods, technology and creative
classroom approaches. Faculty tell
me they do this as a matter of
course, but the continual renewal
of curriculum is what makes our
programs outstanding and our stu-
dents well-prepared professionals.
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The Morrill Act of 1862 established a land-
grant university in each state where The
Leading Object would be instruction in 
agriculture and related fields.

The Leading Object is dedicated to encour-
aging communication among all areas of
NMSU’s College of Agriculture 
and Home Economics.  

Department of Agricultural Communications 
NMSU / MSC 3AI / P.O. Box 30003
Las Cruces, NM 88003-8003
(505) 646-2701/Rm. 173 
Gerald Thomas Hall

Jerry G. Schickedanz, 
Dean and Chief Administrative Officer

NMSU is an equal opportunity/affirmative action
employer and educator. NMSU and USDA cooperating.

EVENTS
August 12
Salt Cedar Eradication Tour
Tucumcari
Contact: Pete Walden, 461-0562

August 18
Agricultural Science Center 
at Los Lunas Field Day
Los Lunas
Contact: Mike English, 865-7340

August 19
Alcalde Fruit Field Day
Alcalde
Contact: Ron Walser, 852-4241

Aug. 31–Sept. 2
2004 Community Water Conference
Albuquerque
Contact: Leeanne DeMouche, 
646-3973

For more information, go 
to cahe.nmsu.edu and click
“college events.”

by Wesley Holley,
Associate Dean for
Academic Programs

Indian Resource Development moves to Gerald Thomas Hall
Indian Resource Development (IRD)
offices moved to Gerald Thomas Hall
from Jacobs Hall the last week of
July. Room 263 houses the adminis-
trative offices with IRD director Joe
Graham and program coordinator
Jeanelle Chavez. Room 237 holds the

IRD student resource area.
This statewide program encour-

ages Native American youth to pur-
sue and complete higher education
programs. Dean Jerry Schickedanz
is the lead dean for the program at
NMSU.

Deans’Coffee Time
Wednesdays, 8:30–9:15 a.m. 
Gerald Thomas Hall Foyer
(Resumes August 25)


