


ivestock
develop-
ment, graz-

ing manage-
ment, range 
forage, and
ecosystem
research contin-
ues to be the
Chihuahuan
Desert
Rangeland

Research Center’s focus. 
Highlights include my desert 

cattle breeding project that is 75
percent toward birth of new first-
generation Brangus cattle derived
from NMSU Angus and Brahman
cattle selected from ranchers across
the Southwest. The new bloodline
will be called NMSU Line 1 Brangus. 

These cattle are also used in the
long-term grazing project led by

Jerry Holechek. He is evaluating the
effects of conservative and moderate
stocking levels on desert rangelands. 

Laurie Abbott and graduate stu-
dents are evaluating the effects of
small water catchments, mesquite 
control using herbicides, and seed-
ing of perennial grasses, forbs and
woody species in restoration of
grassland ecosystems. 

Sam Fernald is leading a Rio
Grande Basin Initiative project on 
surface/groundwater interactions
along the Rio Grande. Water-quality
analysis shows important natural 
filtration effects of shallow ground-
water movement through sandy
substrate. It also suggests elevated
salt concentrations from riparian
plant evapo-transpiration. The study
has important implications for
hydrology, water quality and land
use management.
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College representatives will be
part of a New Mexico delegation
to Qatar in early December.

Dean Jerry Schickedanz 
and Octavio Ramirez, head of
Agricultural Economics and
Agricultural Business, will visit 
to explore the establishment of
an NMSU agricultural college
branch in Qatar.

Contacts at Texas A&M
University said they cannot
divulge terms of their 10-year
agreement with Qatar for their
engineering branch, but they
assured Schickedanz and
Ramirez that Texas is not 
subsidizing the branch.   
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Barbara Queener, Ag Week Queen, is
caught in costume during the Ag Week
Games on Sept. 25. 

Prepared Speech 
1. Johnathon Walsh 
2. Sara Newton 
3. Lane Dixon 

Extemporaneous Speech 
1. Jason Lindsey 
2. Sam Lowry 
3. Tessie Emond 

Debate Night 
1. FFA 
2. Alpha Gamma Rho 
3. Pre-Vet 

Quiz Bowl 
1. Block and Bridle 
2. Alpha Gamma Rho 
3. FFA 

Scavenger Hunt 
1. Alpha Gamma Rho 
2. FFA 
3. FarmHouse 

Talent 
1. Pre-Vet 
2. FFA 
3. Alpha Gamma Rho 

Comedy 
1. Sigma Alpha 
2. FFA 
3. Block and Bridle 

King
1. Jason Lindsey–FarmHouse 
2. Tres Tuttle–Block and Bridle 
3. Kevin Branum–Alpha 

Gamma Rho 
Queen 

1. Barbara Queener–FarmHouse 
2. Rebecca Robinson–Alpha 

Gamma Rho 
3. Kendra Miller–Block and 

Bridle 
Little Aggie Games

1. Alpha Gamma Rho 
2. FarmHouse 
3. Pre-Vet 

Sweepstakes
1. Alpha Gamma Rho 
2. Farmhouse 
3. FFA 
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Deans’
Coffee 
Time
Wednesdays, 
8:30–9:15 a.m. 
Gerald Thomas Hall Foyer

his is an
exciting 

time to be in 
4-H and Youth
Development.
The New Mexico
State 4-H office
has had a busy 
and productive
summer, ranging
from the horse

and livestock schools to State
Conference and Novice Camp.
We will be adding a new
Agriculture and Natural Resources
specialist soon.  

Our focus at the state 4-H
office will remain the same. We
want to continue providing sup-
port to our youth development

program. This will come by sup-
porting the traditional 4-H pro-
gram and the 4-H club model.   
In addition to the traditional 
program, we will be looking at
ways to expand our outreach and
effectively use our volunteer lead-
ers in county 4-H programs.  

In order to reach these goals,
state 4-H specialists will be 
making county visits to listen to 
4-H professionals to see how the
state office can be more useful
in providing support.

The next big event for the 
state 4-H office will be the 4-H
Volunteer Leaders Forum, which
will take place in Albuquerque,
Nov. 13-14 at the Wyndham
Hotel.       
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Jaime Castillo, Extension Economics
local government specialist, was 
honored as a 2004 Unsung Hero by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
last month. He accepted the award
during Hispanic Heritage Month 
ceremonies in Washington, D.C. 

Castillo was recognized for organ-
izing a weeklong tour in August of

north-central New Mexico for 30
top-ranking agricultural officials. The
15 stops featured the diversity of
New Mexico farmers, ranchers and
agribusinesses. Castillo was honored
in 2001 as an Up-and-Comer by the
Anderson School of Management at
the University of New Mexico.   
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Luke Clemens

Southwest Cotton Ginning 
Research Lab
Computer Specialist 

Todd Edwards
Animal and Range Sciences
Farm Manager

Daniel Marte
Computer Specialist
Agricultural Communications

Pamela Mitchell
Extension Associate I
Extension Home Economics
Albuquerque Specialists Office

Linda Montano
Specialist
New Mexico Works, Socorro

Tanya Newman
Computer Specialist
Agricultural Communications

Lori Osborn
Specialist
Cooperative Extension Service

Mary Pepper
Extension Associate I
Extension Home Economics
Albuquerque Specialists Office

Michael Ronquillo
Specialist, Plant Diagnostics
Extension Plant Sciences

Christina Turner
Extension Associate I
Santa Fe County

Ann-Marie Wilson
Extension Associate I
Valencia County

For more go to www.cahe.
nmsu.edu and click “News
Center” then “archives.”



he NMSU
research

deans, in con-
junction with
the office of the
Vice Provost for
Research, are
developing a
proposal to revi-
talize NMSU’s
research. Faculty
involvement is

critical as we address goals of: 
1) Pulling down barriers to cross-
college collaboration; 2) facilitating
faculty interaction and team col-
laboration; 3) building cross-
disciplinary centers; 4) establishing
business and government partner-
ships; and 5) promoting common
research goals and agendas.  

This effort emphasizes invest-
ment in centers constructed

around strategically identified
research clusters that will optimize
NMSU’s core competencies and
match high-value market sectors.
This approach borrows heavily
from best practices in academic
and business environments and
departs significantly with business
as usual at NMSU. Change on this
scale will create significant chal-
lenges; however, it is my belief 
that the goals can be accom-
plished and that they will benefit
the key research disciplines within
the colleges.

As a land-grant institution,
NMSU has the mission and the
framework for innovation required
to be a leader in collaborative and
market-based research that fuels
economic development where our
stakeholders are the primary bene-
ficiary of our research.
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The Morrill Act of 1862 established a land-
grant university in each state where The
Leading Object would be instruction in 
agriculture and related fields.

The Leading Object is dedicated to encour-
aging communication among all areas of
NMSU’s College of Agriculture 
and Home Economics.  

Department of Agricultural Communications 
NMSU / MSC 3AI / P.O. Box 30003
Las Cruces, NM 88003-8003
(505) 646-2701/Rm. 173 
Gerald Thomas Hall

Jerry G. Schickedanz, 
Dean and Chief Administrative Officer

NMSU is an equal opportunity/affirmative action
employer and educator. NMSU and USDA cooperating.
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Oct. 19

Water Lecture Series
Ronald Linsky, National Water
Research Institute
Las Cruces
Contact: LeeAnne DeMouche, 
646-5254

Nov. 10
Agricultural Composting
Workshop
Roswell
Contact: Robert Flynn, 748-1228

Nov. 16-19
Southwest Turf Association
Conference
Albuquerque
Contact: Bernd Leinauer, 
leinauer@nmsu.edu

Nov. 16-18
Alfalfa Intensive Training Seminar
Albuquerque
Contact: Denise McWilliams,
demcwill@nmsu.edu

Nov. 17-19
New Mexico Vegetation
Management Association
Conference
Albuquerque
Contact: Mark Renz,
markrenz@nmsu.edu

For more information go to
www.cahe.nmsu.edu and click 
“college events.”
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John Paul Taylor, Jr., a doctoral 
student in range science and award-
winning biologist, died Sept. 27. Taylor
was the 2003 National Fish and Wildlife
Employee of the Year, recognizing his
work at Bosque del Apache in wetland
management and eradication of salt
cedar. He earned a bachelor’s degree 
in agriculture from NMSU and was a
graduate of Las Cruces High School. 

“John was the kind of person you
always smile about when you hear his

name or were around him,” said Kirk
McDaniel, Taylor’s doctoral adviser and
long-time co-worker in salt cedar con-
trol. “So many enjoyed working with
him on projects, if for no other reason
than to interact with him.”   

Taylor’s son Juan Pablo is an NMSU
student. Donations can be made to the
John Paul Taylor, Jr. Memorial Fund,
College of Agriculture and Home
Economics, c/o the NMSU Foundation,
P.O. Box 3590, Las Cruces, NM 88003.  

,��-�������

Principals and counselors from high
schools across New Mexico will 
get a look at what the College of
Agriculture and Home Economics
has to offer on Nov. 4. From 10 to
11:30 a.m., faculty will conduct
tours featuring gee-whiz aspects of
the college’s academic programs. 

Tours will be followed by lunch in
the Livestock Judging Pavilion, where
college programs will be featured in
presentations and displays and stu-
dent Justin Peugh will entertain on
the saxophone. In the afternoon, the
visitors will learn about the College
of Education.
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College of Agriculture and Home
Economics’ undergraduate enroll-
ment was up 2.5 percent over last
fall’s figures, reaching 1,496 stu-
dents. Agricultural Economics and
Agricultural Business paced college

departments with 10 percent
growth since last year, and Family
and Consumer Sciences remained
the largest undergraduate depart-
ment in the college with 353 
students.  
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